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NEW DELHI: The chairman of India's atomic energy programme, Anil Kakodkar, has 
muddied the waters considerably for the Manmohan Singh government, which is 
struggling to put together a "credible" separation plan for its civilian and military nuclear 
facilities to push through a US-India civil nuclear agreement.  
 
In an interview, he suggested that the US was forcing India to kill its indigenous fast 
breeder reactor programme, leading national security adviser M K Narayanan to ask the 
scientist to exercise restraint. Kakodkar's statements come at a time when the Left is 
baying for government blood on the Iran vote.  
 
Putting fast breeder reactors on the civilian list, he said, would kill India's thorium 
research and be detrimental to its credible minimum nuclear deterrent. Kakodkar's 
statements are not new. He has expressed these fears at different briefings.  
 
In his latest remarks, while he has defended the deal itself, his advocacy for the fast 
breeder reactor programme may end up subverting an agreement he himself approved 
of.  
 
 
The DAE chief was a last-minute addition to the PM's entourage to Washington for the 
July 18 nuclear deal. Initially reluctant, Kakodkar was enthusiastic about the deal after it 
was signed.  
 
His remarks have now set the cat among the pigeons and the battle within the 
government, thus far a function of inspired media leaks, is now out in the open. 
According to one official, it's now the rest of the government versus the DAE.  
 
While the government largely stayed silent on Monday, it is possible the NSA might be 
utilised to deliver an admonishment. Meanwhile, officials said, DAE's point of view was 
only one of many inputs the government would be using - from the National Security 
Council, the strategic policy group and even the Cabinet Committee on Security.  
 
The PM will make a statement in Parliament on February 20 on the negotiations and the 
separation plan that the government intends to present to the US. The next few days 
will, therefore, be crucial as the PM forges a consensus on the separation plan between 
various government arms.  
 
 
The fast breeder reactor programme is now being projected as a nationalist icon, and 
Kakodkar's statements may now be used as the "sellout" benchmark to US - it will 
provide ammunition to the Left and BJP as they rise to oppose the plan in Parliament.  
 



The pressure, said senior members of the government, would be ratcheted up to keep 
the entire breeder reactor programme out of the safeguards list.  
 
Considering this is unlikely to go through the US Congress or the Nuclear Suppliers 
Group, Kakodkar's public espousal of the "indigenous" fast breeder reactors remaining 
out of the safeguards list, could be a deal-breaker.  
 
If it is to clinch this deal, there is no way the government can agree to Kakodkar's wish-
list.  
 
This was pretty much obvious from the outset, but for Manmohan Singh to overrule the 
DAE chairman, now that he has gone public with his views at a time when nationalist 
sensitivities are high on the political agenda, will carry the "sellout" charge. The decision 
was anyway difficult, now it's doubly so.  
 
 
The differences between the atomic energy establishment and other sections of the 
government, particularly MEA and PMO, are not new. For instance, say former nuclear 
scientists, the DAE had wanted to conduct nuclear tests for years before the government 
actually took the strategic decision to conduct them in 1998.  
 
Then too, nuclear scientists played to the opposition gallery, even suggesting that the 
tests hadn't quite worked.    
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