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Mr Anil Kakodkar, Chairman of the Atomic Energy Commission (AEC), said on 
Wednesday that there was no compromise involved in the July 18, 2005 civil nuclear 
cooperation deal signed between India and the United States, and re-emphasised that 
the pact was in the global interest.  
 
Talking to a select group of reporters after inaugurating the Emergency Response 
Centre at the Department of Atomic Energy here, Kakodkar said India's present nuclear 
pariah status would end once the U.S. Congress ratified the deal unconditionally. 
 
The passing of the agreement would ensure New Delhi's access to American nuclear 
technology and fuel, despite not being a signatory to the nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty 
(NPT), he said. 
 
Mr Kakodkar predicted that the agreement would not only serve energy hungry India's 
interests, but would also cater to international demands. 
 
"The fact still remains that India is a country with advanced nuclear technology. The fact 
still remains that energy requirements in India are very large. Also, the fact remains that 
a large faction of nuclear power in India is of course in Indian interest but also in global 
interest," Mr Kakodkar told reporters on the sidelines. 
 
"It is linked with the sustainability of fossil fuels the world over, the prices of 
hydrocarbons particularly, and also even more importantly linked with global climate 
change issues, which are going to affect everybody," he added. 
 
"So, there is this recognition that India offers a very large market in the energy segment," 
Mr Kakodkar said. 
 
Last month, Prime Minister Manmohan Singh assured the nation's top nuclear scientists 
that India would not accept any significant changes in the deal, which was given initial 
approval by both the US House of Representatives and the U.S. Senate in July. 
 
"Well it is for us to decide and finally when we come to an agreement, we will of course 
ensure that the Indian interest is fully met and these have been very clearly spelt out," 
said Kakodkar. 
 
But he also said that in the eventuality of the agreement falling through, India would still 
go ahead with its nuclear programme. 
 
"I have told you what the Indian position is, and if within that, there is an agreement, then 
it will be very fast, if it doesn't, don't bother, the Indian programme will go on," Mr 
Kakodkar said. 
 
India is going to make a big push for nuclear energy and reduce reliance on the very 
expensive fossil fuels. India imports 70 per cent of its crude-oil requirements. 



 
There is, however, the fear that the nuclear pact will be delayed because of 
congressional preoccupation with domestic issues and elections this autumn. While 
launching an international bid, India is at the same time trying to ensure that its own 
house is in order. 
 
The Indian government has drawn up an ambitious bid to garner 60 million tonnes per 
annum of equity oil from overseas by 2025 by empowering public-sector oil companies 
to enter exploration and production business abroad. 
 
Last month, New Delhi announced that plans were being chalked up to double electricity 
production from nuclear power plants by 2030 with the possibility of international 
cooperation. 
 
"We are trying to realize the target of 20,000 megawatts and scale it up to 40,000MW by 
2030," Kakodkar said then. 
 
At the current level of 3,310MW, nuclear energy constitutes only 3 per cent of the 
installed capacity in the country. 
 


