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He does not foresee any interruption in fuel supplies, but says measures needed to deal 
with interruptions   
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Safeguards and additional protocol should be India-specific  
No interruption in the fuel supplies foreseen  
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
MUMBAI: Atomic Energy Commission (AEC) Chairman Anil Kakodkar said here on 
Thursday that there was a need to negotiate with the International Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA) for India-specific safeguards in the wake of the nuclear deal with the 
United States.  
 
This was because India was a unique case — neither a nuclear weapon state nor a non-
weapon one as envisaged by the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT). The 
safeguards and additional protocol would be India-specific, Dr. Kakodkar said at a press 
conference. He, however, did not spell out the details.  
 
Under the NPT, a nuclear weapon state could put a facility on the civilian list and then 
withdraw it. In the case of India, he said, the country would not be able to shift a facility 
from the civilian list to the military one. "The safeguard would be permanent for that 
facility but then the [fuel] supplies for it would also be permanent," he said.  
 
Under the deal, India would be able to even stockpile the imported uranium for the 
needs of its civilian reactors. This stock would of course be subject to the safeguards but 
then the indigenous source of the fuel would be out of it.  
 
New mine found  
 
He said India's uranium production would double soon with the finding of a new mine in 
Singhbhum and near completion of a processing mill.  
 
Dr. Kakodkar did not foresee any interruption in the fuel supplies, but said the country 
would have corrective measures to deal with interruptions. He did not elaborate on such 
measures, which will have to be a part of the understanding to be reached with the 
IAEA.  
 
Nor did he spell out other points of the negotiations that have to be worked out with the 
agency. He said that broadly 14 nuclear facilities were decided to be put on the civilian 
list by 2014, the order of which one when was yet to be decided.  
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He expected the U.S. Congress to ratify the deal by making the necessary changes in 
the American non-proliferation laws and pave the way for fulfilment of the U.S. 
obligations under it.  
 
"Win-win situation"  
 
He described the deal as a "good, practical way forward" and a "win-win situation" for 
India that needed to tap every available source of energy to be able to sustain and 
increase its present impressive GDP growth rate.  
 
He said according to the understanding with the U.S., the research reactor CIRUS had 
to be put under the IAEA safeguards because it was built with foreign collaboration.  
 
"But we did not want the IAEA inspectors to come to the Bhabha Atomic Research 
Centre (BARC), a strategic facility where the CIRUS is located, and have therefore 
decided to shut it down in 2010."  
 
He said that some research activities are going on at CIRUS now, which would be 
completed in five years. "CIRUS has always been used for peaceful purposes and at no 
time for military ones, and I tell you this despite talks of its involvement in 1974 [Pokhran 
I]," he said and underscored that the 1974 was a peaceful nuclear explosion.  
 
A top BARC scientist said on the sidelines that India had recently refurbished the CIRUS 
and that made it fully Indian. But in case of APSARA, the country's first reactor, India is 
only taking out its French-supplied nuclear core and is not closing down the reactor 
located at BARC.  
 
More nuclear power  
 
Dr. Kakodkar said the deal would neither affect India's strategic or energy research and 
development programme, nor its unique three-stage power programme. But it would 
enhance the generation of atomic energy in the country.  
 
He said India had plans to build eight new thermal reactors, including four indigenous 
700 MW pressurised heavy water reactors and four imported light water reactors, 
besides four fast reactors and one prototype fast breeder reactor. 
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